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How can the oppression of ethnic minorities in post-dictatorship transitions be best addressed
through constitution building and state structure? Where constitution building takes place in the
aftermath of conflict or after the fall of dictatorship the relationship between different ethnic
minorities and dominant ethnic groups within the state are often difficult and headache for the
dominant ethnic like that of our tiny Eritrea.

  

The post liberation Eritrea under the unitary system and one-man rule was dominated by one
ethnic group and this system was the main cause of today’s crisis in Eritrea. There are many
different dimensions to this problem, and these can vary from one context to another. Often,
demands by ethnic minorities for power dispersal mechanisms that ensure their participation in
political, economic and social decision-making on an equal basis rejected  while the interests of
a dominant majority that wishes to safeguard supremacy/chauvenism and control over the
minority are preserved and respected.
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